MAY 21, 2022
SATURDAY, 10AM
PIPERS BY THE LAKE, WENDOUREE PARADE
PARTICPANT INFORMATION PACK

WHAT IS A TWEED RIDE?
A Tweed Ride is a bike ride where a group of cyclists
dress in historic and vintage attire. The tradition began
in London in the 90s with riders dressing in classic
British winter attire and riding through the streets of
London. Similar events are now held all around the
world.

The Tweed Fair is open from 10.00 am until 5.00 pm and
will have food and drink, music and entertainment as
well as speciality shops and stalls.

The first Ballarat Tweed Ride was in 2012 and it has since
become a key iconic part of the annual Ballarat Heritage
Festival.

This booklet has a range of information to help you plan
your ride including:

It is an all-weather event that cycles through Ballarat's
historic streets.
At the beginning of the ride, participants register and
socialise while being entertained by a fantastic live band.
Once everyone has arrived, rosettes are handed out to the
best dressed and the best bikes. Those who get rosettes
will also be able to collect a prize-winning gift bag at the
fair after the ride .
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SAFETY INFORMATION
&
PARTICPATION
GUIDELINES
ROAD RULES
Cyclists have the same rights and responsibilities as other road users. We will be obeying all road rules on
the day of the ride to ensure the safety of all participants and other road users. Information on the rules
that apply to bicycles on roads can be found on the VicRoads website here:
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/safety-and-road-rules/cyclist-safety
Wearing a helmet is a requirement to comply with road safety laws.
For the duration of the ride, participants will be riding up to two cyclists abreast. If riding two abreast,
please note that riders must not ride more than 1.5 meters from each other. Where practical, we will use
bicycle lanes and paths. As we will be riding in bicycle lanes and to the left of roads, this will place
cyclists close to parked vehicles and entering traffic. It is important to stay aware of your surroundings
and check for reversing lights, indicators, or passengers opening car doors that may inhibit your path. A
bicycle bell or horn can help to make fellow road users aware that you are near.
Under the Road Rules, bicycles are considered to be vehicles and riders must obey traffic signals, stop
signs and give way signs. When we are riding as a group, it can be easy to ‘follow the leader’ without first
checking if it is safe to cross. Please pay attention to all road signals as you ride.

PREPARE YOUR BIKE
There is a chance that the roads will be wet, which can be slippery. Checking your bike to make
sure that it can safely stop on a wet road and being aware of your environment will help to ensure
you do not slip.

WEATHER
This event will happen no matter the weather. If it's too wet or cold for you to be comfortable
taking part, then please head straight to the Town Hall for the group photo or to the Tweed
Fashion event if you have registered to attend, and those that brave the weather will join you at the
end of the ride.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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WHAT BIKES CAN PARTICIPATE?
All bikes are welcome on a Tweed Ride. You don’t have to have an old or vintage bike to participate.
New bikes of all styles are welcome, as well as old bikes. Make sure your bike is safe to ride, and that you
are comfortable riding it on the road before the big day.
For those who do bring a special bike there are several rosettes awarded:
- Most Steadfast Steed: open to riders of all kinds
- Best e-Bike: for those on an electric bike
- Oldest Bike: for the collectors riding a heritage/vintage bicycle
- Penny-farthing of the Day: new or old penny-farthings welcome.
- Best Non-Bike: for trikes, unicycles, scooters or others

REGISTRATIONS
Registrations will be open from 10.00 am at the starting location for those who have pre-booked
through Eventbrite. There are only 120 places on the ride and it has previously booked out. Bookings
close at 5.00 pm the day before the ride. A waitlist will be available if it books out before bookings
close.
Book through Eventbrite here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-ballarat-tweed-ride-tickets238749906397
Participants must attend the registration desk on the day and show valid vaccination documentation
to receive their participation tags and have their attendance checked off. Your participation ribbon
will count as vaccination documentation for quick entry to the Tweed Fair as well.

COVID SAFE
It is a requirement that participants follow all required government COVID safe guidelines,
including presenting vaccination documentation. Check the latest guidelines before the event if you
are unsure. https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/how-we-live

PARKING
If you are bringing your bike by car there are multiple parking options. Either park in the area
of the Civic Hall which is where the ride finish location is, or you can park by the lake and
finish the ride route early or ride back to your car at the end.

Start
The ride will travel around the following
route:
Beginning at the cannons beside Piper's
on Wendouree Parade (across from
Botanic Gardens)
Anticlockwise along Wendouree Parade
for a full lap of Ballarat's beautiful

Finish

Civc Hall

Wendouree Lake following the bike paths
to Hamilton Ave
Hamilton Ave to Sturt St
East along Sturt St with priority use of
the service roads and bike paths
Stopping at the Town Hall for a photo of
the group
Finishing at Civic Hall for the Tweed
Fair for refreshments and entertainment.

LIVE MUSIC

TWEED TOT RIDE

While participants register and collect their ride ribbon
we will be entertained by brilliant live music from local
band Ballahornication.

Close to the starting assembly area is a small roundabout
on the walking path which those too young to participate
in the main ride can pedal or scoot their way around to
get their own feel for being part of the big day

FASHION AWARDS

COFFEE AND TEA

This year we will be giving all our award rosettes to
participants and spectators before the ride begins so that
they can wear their rosettes for the whole day. The
overall sash and the gift bags for rosette winners will be
given out at the Tweed Fair. See the awards section for
more information on the categories and how to take
part.

We recommend bringing a thermos with you to sip your
favourite hot beverage before the ride begins.

EARLY BIRDS
Registrations will open at 10.00 am but for any early
birds, our starting location is home to a weekly local tai
chi class which commences at around 9.00 am. A lovely
way to limber up.

While we are right next to a cafe and will give them
advanced warning that all our riders will be in
attendance, in all previous years they have not been able
to keep up with demand and the wait has gotten quite
long. Bringing your own will help avoid a wait.

COMMEMORATIVE PIN
The registration desk will have available for sale a limited
number of commemorative pins to celebrate 10 years of
the Ballarat Tweed Ride. This pin has been specially
designed by Ballarat's internationally renowned designer
Travis Price.

FASHION AND BIKE
AWARDS
MOST DAPPER

STEADFAST STEED

PARTICIPANT

For all rides of all kinds

Riders in suits and traditionally masculine attire

BEST E-BIKE
MOST ELEGANT

For electric rides

PARTICIPANT
Riders in skirts and traditionally feminine attire

BEST NON-BIKE
For trikes, scooters, unicycles and more

TWEEDIEST TOT
Pre-teens who may spectate or ride

PENNY FARTHING OF
THE DAY

GROUP OF

For the big wheels (+ a small wheel)

DISTINCTION
Those who have coordinated attire as 2 or more.

MAGNIFICENT
MILLINERY

MOST DAPPER
SPECTATOR
Spectators in suits and traditionally masculine attire

MOST ELEGANT
SPECTATOR

Hats that capture the season and spirit of the event

SPECTACULAR
SAFETY GEAR
Helmets the bring style into safety

Spectators in dresses and traditionally feminine attire

2022 TWEED STYLE ICON
A sash given to the overall style winner, selected from the winners of all categories

STYLE INSPIRATION
HOW TO DRESS FOR THE EVENT
The fashion of the Ballarat Tweed Ride is as inspired by
vintage eras as it is by the weather. It is a combination of
style and practicality.
We want you to be comfortable and confident while you
feel fabulous. This is the same approach we take for
awarding our rosettes as well.

Tweed Riders take their outfit inspiration from many
places. The traditional Tweed Ride inspiration comes
from classic British winter tweed, but you can wear
whatever vintage you like. We have prepared a style
board on Pinterest to help inspire you:
https://www.pinterest.com.au/goldfields_girl/tweed-ridestyle/

PRACTICALITY
Remember that if you are wearing a long skirt or coat,
you may need a wheel or chain guard on the bike to help
protect your garments from damage, and to protect you
from getting tangled. Yes, helmets are required.
We also encourage boots, long socks, gloves and scarves.
The ground may be muddy.
Things to remember about Ballarat in autumn:
The weather is often cold
Light drizzle is common

For preparing your outfit, here are some suggestions
to make your ride comfortable:
Multiple layers will help you stay warm and/or cool
Gloves keep the chill of autumn air off fingers
Closed-toe shoes keep feet warm and dry and
prevent tripping on pedals
A hat can keep you warm, dry and hide helmet hair
Sunglasses keep the rain out of your eyes and your
vision clear

STYLE INSPIRATION
PLANNING YOUR OUTFIT

This section should give you an idea of ways to bring to life a well-rounded outfit. For a Tweed Ride, fabrics play as much of
a part as details. Accessories can really take your style to the next level. Here are some ways you can make an amazing outfit.

FABRICS

Velvets

Tartans

Tweeds

Houndstooth

Knits

ACCESSORIES & DETAILS

Gloves

Suspenders

Elbow patches

Ties & Goggles

Scarves

HATS

CLOTHING PIECES

Capes

Kilts

Vests

FOOTWEAR AND HOSIERY

Suits

Dresses & Skirts

THE

TWEED FAIR
As we get closer to the event, we'll be able to give you more specific information on
exactly who will be there, but here is a teaser of what we are working to have at the fair
for you.

DELICIOUS FOOD VENDORS
LOCALLY MADE GIN
CHILDREN'S BOOK READINGS
AUTHENTIC WET-PLATE PHOTOGRAPHY PORTRAITS
LOCAL MILLINERS
COBBLERS AND LEATHERWORKERS
LIVE MUSIC
PHOTOBOOTH
OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE

May 21. 10.00 am - 5.00 pm
CIVIC HALL - MAIR ST, BALLARAT

MERCHANDISE

TAKING THE RIDE HOME WITH YOU
This will be the first year that we have had merchandise available, and that's because we're celebrating 10 years of the Ballarat
Tweed Ride.
The merchandise we are currently working on for lovers of the ride includes 3 special pieces. All merchandise will be avilable
for purchase the Tweed Fair.

COMMEMORATIVE PIN
Ballarat's legendary Travis Price has designed us two pieces. One is a
pin that can be purchased at the start of the ride and (if not sold out)
on the website after the ride. The design features a bike wheel in a
number ten, and the spelling of Ballarat with the old style double A.
Ballarat comes from the indigenous term 'balla arat' which means
resting place. This original spelling has gradually been phased out
naturally over time but can still be seen featured in some old
buildings and businesses.
This commissioned piece is particularly special because our 2018 ride
finished in front of Travis' famous Hop Queen mural at the Hop
Temple.

POSTERS
There will be two posters available to purchase, both printed
on luxury paper stock and designed to be framed and
displayed.
The first is part of the series of old fashion tourism posters
made by Ballarat's Travis Price. He's been commissioned to
make these for cities all over the country and now we will have
one, especially for our event. The design will be unveiled on
social media

The second poster is an A2 hand-illustrated map of Ballarat,
made over 34 hours by Liana, founder of the Ballarat Tweed
Ride. It was created using letter writing ink and water as well as
fine liner pens and features in relief a small number of the
notable monuments and buildings seen on the Ballarat Tweed
Ride. This map has been used in this document to highlight the
ride route.

